
October Dates 
October 2  QSP Fundraising Program Starts 
October 4  International Walk to School Day 
October 4 to 6 Eco Camp 
October 5  Picture Day 
October 6  Gr. 7s, MADD presentation 
October 9  Thanksgiving 
October 10  Pride Assemblies – 9:10 a.m. K to Gr. 4 and 2:00 p.m. Gr. 5 to 8 
   School Council Meeting 
October 12  Area Cross Country Meet 
October 16  QSP Fundraising Program Ends 

Gr. 6s to McMichael Art Gallery 
October 17  Regional Cross Country 
October 19  Chief Gary Edgar, Guest Speaker, Gr. 7s 
October 20  P.A. Day 
October 25 & 26 School Bus Safety/Evacuation Program 
October 25  VORC – Gr. 2s (Petramala, Brown, Caughey) 
October 26  VORC – Gr. 2s (Gibbs, Yang) 
October 27  VORC – Gr. 4 (Kolade) 
October 30  VORC – Gr. 4 (Passmore & Vian) 
October 31  Hallowe’en 

VORC – Gr. 4 (Onofrio & Barley) 
 
A Message from the Administrative Team 
 
This school year has started out well.  It was a pleasure to see many families at Meet 
the Teacher and Curriculum Night last week.  We value the partnership between home 
and school and encourage you to reach out to your child’s teacher should you have 
additional questions. 

 
We had a very successful Terry Fox Run on September 28th and raised money for cancer 
research.  We would like to thank the many community volunteers who assisted us with 
the run and helped to ensure the safety of our students, especially, while crossing the 
road.  Our Cross Country Team, as well as Boys’ and Girls’ Intermediate Volleyball Teams 
have begun practising.  Our Student Council, Me 2 We group, Eco Club and Eco Camp, 
Garden Club, Modern Learning Club and Yearbook Committee are also all underway.   
 
At Rick Hansen, we have done a considerable amount of work and consider ourselves a 
healthy school.  The Healthy Schools Committee meets every third Wednesday of the 
month at 1:00 pm and we are always looking for parent support and community 
involvement.  One way you can support us in our work is to ensure your child brings a 
healthy snack and lunch to school each day.   
 
We had our first School Council Meeting of the year; further details, our members and 
information regarding our QSP fundraiser are included in this newsletter.  We appreciate 
the ongoing support that parents and caregivers continue to provide to the school.   



 
With fall upon us, the weather will be changing and getting cooler. Please make sure your 
child(ren) are dressed according to the weather. All of our students go out to play for 15 
minutes in the morning and 30 minutes at lunch recess. Parents are encouraged to check 
the weather report on the radio, television or online to ensure that their children are 
dressed to be comfortable playing outdoors.  If your child is too unwell to play outside, 
then it is best that he/she stay home for the day, until feeling well enough to participate in 
all school activities. 
 
Please remind your children who ride their bikes or scooters to school, that they must 
wear a helmet and need to walk their bikes and carry their scooters once they arrive on 
school property and after dismissal. 
 
Clearly, it has been a busy start to our school year!   
 
Ms. Jeremic,    Ms. Daly, 
Principal    Vice-Principal 
 
EQAO Results 
 
York Region District School Board students continue to perform above the province in all 
assessments.  Student achievement and well-being are key areas of focus for us as a 
district and school.  We are committed to our students’ success and recognize there are 
areas for continued learning.  EQAO results are one of the ways we measure student 
success and they provide a snapshot of results in our school, board and province.  EQAO 
is one piece of data and is used with other data sources to inform school and board 
improvement strategies that continue to support the needs of our students.   
 
RHPS - Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, Primary Division (Grades 1 
to 3) and Junior Division (Grades 4 to 6), 2016-2017: 



 
 
 
Character Trait 
 
Our character trait for October is Responsibility.  We are accountable for all our actions. 
We follow through on commitments. Being responsible means that you are dependable 
and you make good choices. 
 
A hero is someone who understands the responsibility that comes with his freedom. ~ 
Bob Dylan 
 
One's philosophy is not best expressed in words; it is expressed in the choices one 
makes... and the choices we make are ultimately our responsibility. ~ Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
Student Threat Assessment and Intervention: Fair Notice and Process 
 
Last week, as part of Safety Week, in addition to classroom activities related to safety, 
the school conducted Fire and Lockdown Drills.  The well-being and safety of members 
of the school community are a shared responsibility. Attention to maintaining secure 



environments, hazard awareness, and practical planning for emergencies is important for 
all of us.  This includes preventing and responding to the risk of violence. 
 
Schools continue to be among the safest places in our community. To continue to promote 
the safety and well–being of students, we have developed, with our community partners, 
Student Threat Assessment and Intervention procedures to respond to threats of 
violence. 
 
Our Student Threat Assessment and Intervention Protocol has been developed to 
respond to behaviours, including actions, statements and other indicators that suggest 
that a student may be “at risk” of harming others. To keep school communities safe and 
provide support to everyone, staff, parents, students, and community members must 
report all threat-related behaviours to the school administrator or police as soon as 
possible. 
 
A Student Threat Assessment and Fair Notice pamphlet is attached to this newsletter.  
Please take a moment to review it.   Student Threat Assessment and Fair Notice 
pamphlets, translated into several languages, are available on The York Region District 
School website. 
 
Police Vulnerable Sector Check 
 
At Rick Hansen, we welcome volunteers in our school and there are many ways to 
volunteer including assisting with field trips, in the classroom, Learning Commons, Terry 
Fox Walk, or with the milk and snack programs.  Volunteers must provide a Police 
Vulnerable Sector Check prior to commencing either a volunteer position. A Police 
Vulnerable Sector Check is used to ensure the safety of students, staff and community 
members.  
 
Returning volunteers, who have volunteered at Rick Hansen within a one year period, are 
required to complete an “Annual Offence Declaration”, available in the office. A 
declaration must be signed on a yearly basis. The declaration requires that volunteers list 
any convictions for offences under the Criminal Records Act (Canada) up to the date of 
the declaration. 
 
School Assistant 
 
Are you interested in becoming a School Assistant?  Full-time, part-time and casual 
positions are available.  Please see Mrs. Kingsbury in the Office to pick up an 
application package.  If you have any questions about the position, please see Ms. 
Daly.  Please note, a current Police Vulnerable Sector Check is needed. 
 
Creating Safe and Healthy Schools for Children with Allergies 
 
Staff and parents at Rick Hansen are responsible for creating safe and healthy 
environments for students.  This is an additional challenge for schools attended by 



children with allergies, especially life-threatening allergies.  While we take every step to 
create a risk-free environment, school staff and parents can take important steps to 
minimize potentially fatal allergic reactions as there are implications for the whole school, 
not just individual classrooms.  It is especially important that parents communicate a life-
threatening allergy to the school as soon as they are aware of it.   
 
There are students at Rick Hansen who have a life-threatening allergy to nuts which can 
cause an anaphylactic reaction.  Anaphylaxis is an allergic reaction that it so severe that 
it can cause death.  The throat closes and the child cannot breathe.  This allergic condition 
differs from any other allergic reactions in that it is life-threatening.  Even contact with 
trace amounts of the nut allergen (through ingestion or touch) can trigger this type of 
reaction.  The ONLY way to ensure a safe environment is to avoid bringing nut and nut 
products onto the school premises.   
 
Please check the ingredients label on any food you may send with your child for lunch or 
snack. This would also include food from local restaurants.  Ensure that peanuts/tree nuts 
are not listed in the ingredients.  Also ensure, that there is no warning of “may contain 
traces of peanuts/tree nuts” or “manufactured in a facility that handles peanuts/tree nuts”.  
The warning may vary between manufacturers but they will identify if there is a risk that 
the food product contains nuts.  Examples of tree nuts are almonds, pecans, walnuts, 
cashews etc.  If there is no warning on the ingredients label and no peanut/tree nuts listed, 
then you may send the food item for your child.  
 
We respectfully ask that children wash their hands thoroughly before arriving to school to 
ensure that he/she is not bringing any trace amounts of the allergen to the classroom and 
common areas such as the Learning Commons, playground and washrooms. 
 
Your support in this important matter is deeply appreciated and critical to ensure the 
safety of all of our students.  Together we can ensure a safe environment for all.  
 
Healthy Food Choices 
 
As a healthy and active school, Rick Hansen is committed to healthy food choices for 
snacks and lunches – More fruits and veggies please! 
 
Canada’s Food Guide recommends that children four to 13 years of age eat at least five 
to six servings of fruits and vegetables each day. One serving includes a medium piece 
of fresh fruit, half cup of cooked vegetables or one cup of salad.   
 
How to help your child eat more fruit and vegetables:  

 Include fruit at breakfast; try adding half cup of banana slices or berries to cereal 

 Include fruit and vegetables in lunch bags daily 

 Keep washed fruit and vegetable sticks ready where children can easily reach them  

 Serve a healthy snack after school that includes a fruit or vegetable; try serving fresh 
fruit slices with cheese or yogurt 

 Set a good example by eating lots of vegetables and fruit yourself 



 
We ask that families do not send food in to share with the students in the class for any 
reason.  Should you wish to have your child’s birthday recognized, you may choose to 
send in non-food items (i.e., erasers, pencils, etc.). 
 
We Scare Hunger! 
 
In continuing with RHPS’s tradition, from Tuesday, October,10, until October 31, the 
Student Council will be organizing the “We Scare Hunger” Food Drive.  Please send in 
non-perishable food items, as well as baby items, such as baby food, formula, wipes and 
diapers.  They will be collected and donated to the Aurora Food Pantry.  In the last five 
years, RHPS has collected over 6000 items for the Aurora Food Pantry! 
 
Grade 8 Open Houses 
 
Bill Crothers Secondary School Oct. 12 at 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria 
Dr. GW Williams Secondary School Oct. 17 at 6:30 p.m. 
IB Program Oct. 17 – Dr. G. W. Williams at 6:30 p.m. – see attached flyer 
Additional Grade 8 Open Houses dates are also available on the York Region District 
School Board website. 
 

 

RHPS Parent Advisory Council News 
 

 
 

We are happy to announce that the new Parent Advisory Council for the school year 
has been formed.  Please speak with any of these members to share your ideas, get 
updated on Parent Council initiatives or to ask how you can become more involved.  
 
2017 / 2018 Parent Advisory Council Members 
 

 Danielle Beaulieu  Beth Christie  Carrie McLucas 

 Kiran Bisnauth  Nadia Crudo  Shannon Sahota 

 Tiffany Cameron-Lavoie  Amanda Gilchrist  Tony Wu 

 Julia Charendoff  Erin Koliviras  Rebecca Young 

 Zheng Chen  Sandra Manherz  Lia Zaharopoulos 
 

Our next RHPSPAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday October 10, 2017 at 7:00pm in 
the Learning Commons.  We encourage all Parents to attend as it is a great way to 
participate in the discussion and hear about all the great things happening at our school.  
We hope to see you there! 
 
 
 



Some other SWEET news to share…  
 

Back by popular demand is the QSP fundraising program which 
begins this week!  You can help support RHPS in a BIG way by 
purchasing magazine subscriptions or delicious cookie dough for 
yourself, your family or as gifts!  Plus there are many other great items 
available for purchase at QSP.ca too! 

 
With 100’s of magazine titles and so many flavors 
of cookie dough to choose from, including Gluten-
Free Milk Chocolate Chunk cookies and Peanut & 
Nut Free Oatmeal Raisin Cranberry cookies, there 
really is something for everyone! 
 
Participating in this program is easy to do – you can either complete the order forms 
then return them to the school before October 16, 2017.  Or better yet, simply go to 
www.QSP.ca and use the RHPS school code of 3748423.   
 

The campaign runs from Monday October 2 – Monday October 16, 2017 so be sure 
to look for the information packages sent home with students this week and get your 
orders in! 
 

Thank you for your support!  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Like’ us on our Facebook page at  

 www.facebook.com/RHPSPAC 

Email RHPSPAC questions or concerns

 Rick.Hansen.ps@sc.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

Follow Rick Hansen PS on Twitter   @RickHansenPS 
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